
April 22, 2020 Design Studio

CITY OF FLINT 
NEIGHBORHOOD IDENTITY  





TABLE OF CONTENTS
MissionMission........................................44
PlacemakingPlacemaking..................66
WorkshopWorkshop..............................88
LogoLogo............................................1010
Street bannersStreet banners............1414
StreetscapingStreetscaping..............2222
Peace gardenPeace garden............2626
InspirationInspiration............................3030

3



4

Our challenge is to develop an informative, engaging, 

and educational visual identity system that promotes 

healthy social and economic change. We will utilize 

placemaking and work with community members to 
honor the neighborhood’s culture and history.  

MISSION STATEMENT
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PLACEMAKING

The community is the expert.The community is the expert.

Create a place, not a design.Create a place, not a design.

A lot can be seen by observing.A lot can be seen by observing.
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Develop an overall vision.Develop an overall vision.

Triangulate activity occurance.  Triangulate activity occurance.  

Placemaking is never finished.Placemaking is never finished.

Start with planting flowers.Start with planting flowers.
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HISTORY WORKSHOP
The UM-Flint Design Studio joined the Neighborhood 
Engagement Hub with King Avenue Plus to create an 
event that would capture the community in a digi-
tal archiving workshop. Our plan was to photograph 
community members along with any items that signify 
Flint’s history. 
This would have served as a digital historical archive 
and may have been used in the visual identity along 
Martin Luther King Avenue.
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Capture the communities history, voice, and memories.Capture the communities history, voice, and memories.

PHOTOGRAPHPHOTOGRAPH SCANSCAN RECORDRECORD
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LOGO
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Overview:Overview: This logo was created to be placed on 

neighborhood street banners, streetscaping, and sig-

nage. A strong brand presence can solidify a distinct 

personality, promote tourism and business, and bolster 

a positive perception of the city by inhabitants and the 

rest of the world. 
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MAIN LOGOMAIN LOGO

12



white backgroundwhite background
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black and whiteblack and white
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STREET BANNERS
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We have created two variations for Martin Luther 

King Avenue street banners, both of which are 

shown on the following pages. Street banners build 

and promote community and tourism. 
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STREETSCAPING
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We have created designs for various streetscaping 
options to go along Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue. 
“Streetscaping” is a term used to describe the visu-
al effect of public spaces. 
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PEACE GARDEN
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We strive for balance in the information we convey, 
both welcoming the community in while also ensuring 
that the garden is respected and cared for. The Peace 
Garden is a gathering place for the community, meant 
for the people, but it is also fragile and susceptible to 
damage when mistreated. We have created different 
variations for the Peace Garden signage that would 
be located with the Peace Garden on Martin Luther 
King Avenue in North Flint. 

27



28

P E A C E  G A R D E N

WELCOME

This garden is a place for all the 
community to come and enjoy. 

We ask that you treat the garden 
with kindness and do all you can 

to preserve its beauty.

When you leave, please take your 
trash with you so the garden can 

continue to blossom and thrive for 
years to come.

THANK  YOU

This garden is a place This garden is a place 
for all the community to for all the community to 

come and enjoy.come and enjoy.

We ask that you treat theWe ask that you treat the  
garden with kindness andgarden with kindness and  
do all you can to preserve do all you can to preserve 

its beauty.its beauty.

When you leave, please When you leave, please 
take your trash with you sotake your trash with you so  

te garden can continue te garden can continue 
to blossom and thrive for to blossom and thrive for 

years  to come.years  to come.



29



“We are not makers of history. We are made by history.”“We are not makers of history. We are made by history.”
“He who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the “He who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the 
power to love.”power to love.”
“Only in darkness can you see the stars.”“Only in darkness can you see the stars.”
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about 
things that matter.”things that matter.”
“Forgiveness is not an occasional act; it is a constant atti-“Forgiveness is not an occasional act; it is a constant atti-
tude.”tude.”
“If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great “If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great 
way.”way.”
“At the center of non-violence stands the principle of love.”“At the center of non-violence stands the principle of love.”
“Seeing is not always believing.”“Seeing is not always believing.”

MLK QUOTES
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INSPIRATION
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